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Activities eligible under schedule VII of CSR

All rural
development

projects

Employment
enhancing
vocational

skills

Contribution to
Prime Minister’s

relief fund and other
such state and
central funds

Gender equity and
women empowerment

Promotion of
education

Eradication of extreme
hunger and poverty

Combating
HIV-AIDS,

malaria and other
diseases

Reducing child
mortality and

improving maternal
health

Environmental
sustainability 

Social
business
projects



ABOUT US
NABARD is an apex Development Financial Institution (DFI), formed by an Act of 
Parliament in 1982 and fully owned by the Government of India (GoI). The mandate of 
NABARD is to promote sustainable and equitable agriculture and rural development 
through participative financial and non-financial interventions, innovations, 
technology and institutional development for securing prosperity of rural areas.

OUR REACH
NABARD, with its Head Office at Mumbai, has a pan-India presence with 31 Regional 
Offices. It has a phenomenal district level outreach with 467 District Development 
Managers engaged in rural development at district level. 

WHAT WE DO
NABARD’s initiatives are mainly aimed at building an empowered and financially 
inclusive rural India, touching almost every aspect of rural economy. From providing 
refinance support to building rural infrastructure; from preparing district level credit 
plans to guiding and motivating the banking industry for achieving the credit targets; 
from supervising Cooperative Banks and Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) to helping 
them develop sound banking practices and onboarding them to the CBS platform; from 
designing innovative development schemes to the implementation of GoI's development 
schemes; from training and skill building of farmers, handicraft artisans, etc. for 
enhancing productivity and to providing them sustaibable marketing platform for 
better price realisation, etc. 

Promotion of best practices in farm sector is embedded in our mandate. Over the past 
three and half decades, NABARD has played a very important role in enhancing the 
resilience of agriculture against climate change, promoting and financing of farmer 
producer organizations, development of tribal farmers, implementation of watershed 
programmes and also taking up various activities under microfinance, financial 
inclusion, agriculture production and productivity, capacity building, promoting rural 
livelihood, etc. Major developmental and promotional programmes being implemented 
by NABARD are:

1. Watershed Development Programme

2. Tribal Livelihood Development Projects

3. Umbrella Programme for Natural Resource Management

4. Skill Development, Marketing and Promotion of Off Farm Producer Organisations 
and other Off Farm Sector activities

5. Promotion and nurturing of Farmer Producers’ Organisations

6. Building resilience against Climate Change



Watershed Development
Govt. of India has set up the Watershed Development Fund in NABARD in 1999-2000 with an initial corpus of 
Rs. 200 crore, contributed equally by Govt. of India and NABARD. The fund has been augmented over the years 
by way of interest differential earned under RIDF and interest accrued on the unutilized balance in the 

st
account. As on 31  December 2017, it stands at Rs. 1174.82 crore and has helped in launching 1935 watershed 
projects in 19 States covering an area of 19.02 lakh ha. Total grant sanctioned and money released for these 
projects amounted to Rs. 1853 crore and Rs. 1450 crore, respectively. So far, 1275 projects have been 
successfully completed. Watershed development is a potent activity that can mitigate water stress in rural 
India. 

1,935
Projects

Sanctioned

1,275
Projects

Completed

19.02
Lakh ha.

Area Covered

1,853
Crore Rupees
Sanctioned

1,450
Crore Rupees

Released

STATUS OF WDF PROJECTS



Tribal Development
The Tribal Development Fund was created by NABARD in 2003-04 with a corpus of Rs. 50 crore. Under the 
fund, many successful livelihoods projects with focus on wadi (small orchads) have been implemented in 
remote tribal areas. Presently, the programme is being implemented by about 350 project implementing 
agencies. We are proud of the fact that all the districts of Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Sikkim 
have been covered under NABARD's Tribal Development Projects. Since inception, 674 projects have been 
sanctioned covering more than 5 lakh tribal families with a financial commitment of Rs. 2031.32 crore, of 
which Rs. 1393.44 crore has been disbursed as on 31st December 2017.

STATUS OF TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
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5
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Umbrella Programme
for Natural Resource Management

NABARD, in collaboration with KfW and GiZ, two Germany based funding partners, is implementing the 
Umbrella Programme for Natural Resource Management (UPNRM) since 2009. The programme aims to 
improve livelihoods in rural areas by conservation of natural resources. The programme supports unique 
natural resource management projects through community owned and community managed interventions. 
An assistance of Rs. 779 crore has been sanctioned as on 31st December 2017. So far, 334 projects have been 
funded benefitting over 3 lakh persons.

STATUS OF UPNRM PROJECTS
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3
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Skill Development 
Promoting an entrepreneurial culture among the rural youth and encouraging them to start enterprises in the 
rural off-farm sector has been our strategy over three and half decades. The capacity building development 
measures initiated by NABARD have covered 31,000 skill and entrepreneurship development programmes in 
association with our partner agencies involving grant assistance of Rs. 112 crore. These measures have 
cumulatively covered more than 8 lakh unemployed rural youths in the country as on 31st March 2017.

STATUS OF SKILL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES
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Promotion & Nurturing of Farmers' Producers Organisations
The Hon'ble Union Finance Minister, in this budget Speech for 2014-15, announced setting up of Producers 
Organisation Development and Upliftment Corpus (PRODUCE) fund of Rs. 200 crore with NABARD to be utilised 
for promotion of  2,000 Farmer Producer Organisation (FPOs) over a period of two years. As on 31st December 2017, 
over 2154 FPOs have been promoted and grant assistance of Rs. 196.84 crore has been sanctioned for capacity 
building and nurturing of these Organizations. Around, 2026 FPOs have been registered as on 31st December 2017.

STATUS OF PRODUCE FUND

2,154
FPOs Organised

196.84
Crore Rupees Grant

Assistance Sanctioned

2,026
FPOs Registered

82.76
Crore 

Utilised
Rupees

Producers Organisations Development Fund (PODF)
Under an initiative, which aims to bring real time empowerment to farming communities across the country, 
NABARD set up “Producer Organisation Development Fund” (PODF) in 2011 with an initial corpus of Rs. 50 crore. 
The fund supports nurturing and financing producer organisations by adopting a flexible approach to meet the 
needs of producers. Any registered Producers’ Organisaion Viz., Producer Company (as defined under section 58A) 
in a part IXA of company’s act 1956), Producers Cooperative, Registered Farmers’ Federation, MACS (Mutually 
Aided Cooperative Society), Industrial Cooperative Societies, Other registered federations, PACS etc. set up by 
Producers are eligible for assistance under the fund.

STATUS OF PODF

2,813
POs Supported

1250.84
Crore Rupees Sanctioned

739.07
Crore DisbursedRupees 



Green Initiatives
For nearly 30 years, NABARD has been championing the cause of 
building development models, which are in sync with ecology. As a 
result of this organisational skill and expertise, NABARD was 
accredited as the National Implementing Entity (NIE) under national 
and international climate finance funding mechanisms: Green Climate 
Fund (GCF), Adaptation Fund Board (AFB) and National Adaptation 
Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC), for the overall project 
implementation and monitoring of climate change projects. Today, 
NABARD is playing a pivotal role in prioritising and strategizing 
climate change projects. As on date, a total of 34 projects with an outlay 
of Rs. 924.69 Crore have been sanctioned covering the vulnerable 
sectors of water, agriculture, animal husbandry, forestry ecosystems, 
bio-diversity, etc. 

34
Projects

Sanctioned

924.69
Crore Rupees

Grant Sanctioned

Convergence of developmental interventions of
NABARD with CSR funds of select corporates
Keeping in view the objectives of NABARD's developmental programmes and their impact on community 
development, many corporates have partnered with NABARD through the co-funding route as a part of 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) with the following objectives:

a. To establish synergy in planning and implementation of programmes to optimize the benefits. 
b. To bring enhanced economic opportunities for the targeted mass in the project locations, through 

appropriate collaborative strategies, which will strengthen the employment and livelihood of the people.
c. To pump additional resource support to projects/programme from various other schematic provisions 

of Government/Corporates to realize the project outputs.
As on 31st December 2017, 221 projects are under implementation with total financial outlay of Rs. 29,636 lakh 
under such arrangement with 37 foundations of corporate houses like TATA Trusts, Godrej, Lupin foundation, 
Bajaj, Jindal, BALCO, Ambuja Cement, ITC, Hindustan Unilever, JSW Steel, TVS Motors, etc. Project-wise 
details of collaboration are as follows:

  
S.
No  

Programme  No. of 
Corporates 

No. of 
Projects 

Amount sanctioned (`lakh) 

TFO NABARD CSR 

1  Watershed Development Fund  29 9,661.20 6,019.16 3,642.04 

2  Tribal Development Fund  21  14,720.50 9,455.75 5,264.75 

3  
Umbrella Programme for Natural 
Resource Management  

8  4,663.09 3,586.59 1,076.50 

4  Farm Sector Promotion Fund  5  442.96 242.92 200.04 

5  Off farm Sector Promotion Fund  4  148.79 72.32 76.47 
  Total    

137 

42

22

13

7
221  29,636.54 19,376.73 10,259.81 



Smt Balai Raniben Balubhai is a resident of village 
Pavati in Kodinar taluka in Gir & Somnath district in 
Gujarat. She owns around 2 ha of land. She is a widow 
and farming is the only major source of income to support 
her family. She says, “Though I own an open well, the 
water was sufficient to irrigate only a hectare of land in 
Rabi season. Also, the cultivation in summer season was 
non-existent”. With limited income, she was struggling to 
support her family.

UPNRM support in the form of financial-cum-technical 
assistance for installing of drip irrigation system in her 
field has come as a boon to her. Smt Balai Raniben exults, 
“Though I was aware about the benefits of drip irrigation 
and wanted to install it, getting my own money for 
investment was a major constraint”. She continues, “The 
Kodinar Co-operative Bank (Chanel partner of UPNRM 
programme) and Ambuja Cement Foundation (ACF) came 
to my support under the programme. I could easily get 
timely finance for installation of drip irrigation. Thanks 
to ACF! They also facilitated documentation work for 

Success Stories
Name of Project: UPNRM Project “Promotion of Micro Irrigation System for SF /

MF of Gir, Somnath district” Gujrat
CSR Partner: Ambuja Cement Foundation (ACF)

helping me avail around 60% upfront subsidy support 
from GGRC (Gujarat Green Revolution Company)!”. 

Besides this, Smt Balai Raniben was supported towards 
meeting her own contribution of 5% of drip cost through 
CSR funds. ACF also negotiated with the drip company to 
offer 5% promotional support to the beneficiaries under 
the programme.  

Smt Balai Raniben says, “It is really difficult for a small 
farmer like her to mobilise institutional finance from 
bank. It is incredible that I could get bank loan of Rs 
55,155/- in a hassle-free manner. I could never have 
imagined that I would be fulfilling my dream of installing 
drip irrigation in my field so easily. The training under the 
programme for crop productivity enhancement has also 
helped me to adopt improved agricultural practices.”

Smt Balai Raniben is a happy person today. Narrating the 
benefits, she explains, “Now with drip irrigation, I am 
able to cultivate my entire 2 ha of land in Rabi season. In 
the last rabi season, I could reap around 3.6 MT of gram 
from 2 ha of land. It was double the production and hence, 
double the income of around Rs 1.53 lakh from this season 
alone. Also, with drip irrigation, my cost of cultivation 
has reduced by almost 15-20% with enhanced water-
usage and labour saving due to retarded weed-growth. 
With water availability, I have also grown summer fodder 
crop. It gives me immense satisfaction that with 
increased income, I would be able to take care of my 
family better!” 

She does not stop here as she adds, “With drip irrigation, 
we are also saved from the hassle of visiting fields during 
night for starting the pumps. It was particularly 
dangerous due to fear of wild animals like lion and 
leopards. But now this worry is also addressed!”

Strategy for Future CSR Collaboration
Under developmental and promotional interventions of NABARD, the basic conservation of natural resources and social 
capital formation are addressed within the available resources as per the respective fund guidelines. However, to realize 
ultimate objective of improving production and productivity under agriculture & allied activities, create employment 
opportunities, enhance income and increase livelihood opportunities to the rural families, there is a need for comprehensive 
development through convergence of CSR funds by the Corporate bodies, mainly for supporting additional activities to create 
better visibility at the ground level besides ensuring better income and livelihood options to the project beneficiaries.



individual sanitation blocks, with support of DBF as per 
details below:

Through this  
initiative, Govt. 
o f  India  has  
c e r t i f i e d  t h e  
villages as Open 
Defecation Free 
(ODF) villages.

Name of Project: Melarsur watershed Project 
CSR Partner: Dalmia Bharat Foundation

Success Stories

Melarasur watershed project is located in Pullambadi 
block, Tiruchirapalli district of Tamil Nadu and it is 
c o f u n d e d  b y  D a l m i a  B h a r a t  C e m e n t s  l t d .  
Mr.Panneerselvam is holding 4.5 acres of land in 
Melarasur village. Major crops grown are maize, cotton, 
red & white pumpkin. There is a open well of 20ft deep in 
his land. Due to failure of monsoon and low rainfall, the 
ground water level had gone down and the well has 
become defunct for the past 20 years. As part of the 
watershed initiatives, land treatment works like 
formation of field bunds, construction of farm ponds and 
catch pits were executed in the upper reach area. During 
the recent monsoon, there was a good rainfall. The soil 
conservation structures enhanced deep purcolation of 
rain water to recharge the dysfunctional well. The water 
level increased by about 10 ft. This recharged water is 
being used for agriculture purpose by him as well as 
nearby land holders. Technical inputs helped to change 
the cropping pattern for realization of better yield and 
income to the farmers.
As part of the CSR initiative under social development, 
Dalmia Bharat Foundation (DBF) has partnered with the 
Government to outsource sanitation blocks for the needy 
individuals in the target Village. Fourteen houses having 
no sanitation blocks at Mudhuvathur village in 
Melarasur watershed project, were identified. The 
identified families were encouraged to construct 

28,000
Cost of one
Sanitation

Block (in Rs.)

7,000
Beneficiary

Contribution
(In Rs.)

21,000
Dalmia Bharat

Foundation
Share (In Rs.)



Our CSR Partners

NATIONAL BANK FOR AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
Plot No. C-24, 'G' Block, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (E), Mumbai - 400 051.
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